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How does, or can, this rule proposal protect participants and spectators? 

How is this rule proposal a positive step for ANDRA Drag Racing? 

What is the positive impact of the rule proposal on other Classes and Brackets? 
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How does the rule proposal ensure increased opportunity for even competition? 

Describe how the rule proposal is practical and enforceable.

Describe how the cost of complying with the rule proposal is reasonable for competitors. 
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	Rule Proposal Title: Communictions in Top Sportsman
	Rulebook Reference: 4.17.4 Which states ;Electronic /voice communication between the driver/rider and any person outside the vehicle is not permitted in Group 3 or Group 4 
	What is the intent of this Rule Proposal?: I am writing to formally request that ANDRA allow the use of communication devices in the Top Sportsman category. This proposal is based on safety considerations, operational efficiency, and alignment with industry best practices.
The intent of this rule proposal is to modernise the Top Sportsman category by permitting the use of two-way communication devices between the driver and crew. This amendment is designed to elevate the category’s safety profile, enhance operational efficiency during events, and bring ANDRA into alignment with international drag racing standards.

The primary intent is to transition from reactive to proactive safety. In a category where vehicles regularly exceed 200 mph, the window for error is great. Allowing real-time voice communication enables:
Immediate Hazard Alerting: Crew members can instantly notify a driver of external threats (e.g., fluid leaks, fire, or loose components) that are invisible from the cockpit.
Post-Run Management: Guiding a driver safely through the shutdown area in the event of parachute failure or limited visibility.

This proposal intends to minimise down time during race meetings. By allowing teams to coordinate via radio, the category can significantly reduce the frequency and severity of track-down incidents.
A driver who is alerted to a mechanical issue early can wash off speed and pull to the wall, preventing a full-track oil down.
Improved communication ensures teams are ready to fire and stage promptly, streamlining the transition between pairs and helping the entire event meet its scheduled.

The intent is not to impose a financial burden or a mandatory equipment list. Instead, this rule follows the precedent set by the delay box—it is an optional tool that provides a "performance and safety ceiling" for those who choose to adopt it. It ensures that teams who wish to operate at a professional, high-tech level are not restricted by antiquated regulations, while maintaining a level playing field for those who prefer traditional methods.

Top Sportsman is a globally recognised class. Modernising the communication rules aligns ANDRA with other major sanctioning bodies such as the NHRA , ensuring that Australian competitors are racing under a contemporary framework that reflects the current technological landscape of the sport.

	Proposed Amendment: Amend rule 4.17.4 Which states ;Electronic /voice communication between the driver/rider and any person outside the vehicle is not permitted in Group 3 or Group 4 
To allow Top Sportsman Group 3  to have radio communication devices in car for driver and crew members.
	Classes Effected: Top Sportsman
	How does or can this rule proposal protect participants and spectators?: Safety as the Primary Concern 
If a driver can communicate with their crew, who are in turn watching the official starter the entire starting line procedure becomes more disciplined.

Top Sportsman vehicles are full-chassis race cars with limited visibility due to roll cages, helmets, and mandatory safety gear. At high speeds, the inability to see lane incursions or track hazards creates a significant risk of collision and injury. Communication devices would allow crews to immediately alert drivers to:
Opponent lane crossings
Fluid leaks or mechanical failures on the start line or within vision of the crew down track
Track hazards requiring quick shutdowns and evasive action 
Communicating with crew when an accident has occurred who can then make the officials aware in real time.

These measures would reduce the likelihood of accidents, minimize cleanup times, and enhance overall safety for competitors, spectator's and officials. ANDRA and its members share a duty of care to continuously improve safety standards, and this is a practical, proven step forward.

 
	How is this rule proposal a positive step for ANDRA Drag Racing?: Operational and Participation Benefits

Allowing communication devices would:
Enable racers with limited crew to participate, increasing event entries.
Reduce the need for crew to stand in front of vehicles, improving track safety.
Represent a voluntary, low-cost investment compared to existing race car expenses.
Would assist in providing a cleaner Surface by preventing mechanical failures from becoming on-track spills,the integrity of the racing surface is preserved for the classes following behind, ensuring that a Top Sportsman incident doesn't compromise the traction and safety for a following class 

Legal and Insurance Considerations
Enhanced safety measures reduce the risk of injury, property damage, and potential litigation. Lower incident rates can also help control insurance costs for ANDRA and sanctioned tracks.

Professionalism and Public Image
For spectators and sponsors, a meeting that runs on time is a professional meeting. By adopting modern communication standards, Top Sportsman reduces the "dead air" caused by track cleans. This keeps the crowd engaged and ensures that all classes from the slowest to the fastest receive the exposure they were promised.
	What is the positive impact of the rule proposal on other Classes and Brackets?: 
By allowing communication devices, the proposal offers significant logistical advantages that enhance the experience for all Brackets and Classes.

Reduction in Down-Time and Clean-ups
The most immediate benefit to other classes is the reduction of on-track incidents that lead to lengthy delays.

Early Detection: A crew member with a radio can alert a driver to "shut it down" the moment they see smoke, fire, or trailing fluid.

Containment: Stopping a vehicle at the 60-foot mark versus the finish line prevents a Track-long oil down. This drastically reduces the time required for track officials to apply absorbent material and sweep the surface, allowing the next class in the staging lanes to stay in their rhythm.

Streamlined Event Scheduling
Drag racing events often battle against curfew and fading track temperatures. When Top Sportsman—a high-visibility, high-horsepower class—runs efficiently, it prevents the log-jam effect.

Predictable Turnaround: 
Fewer incidents mean the event coordinator can maintain a tighter schedule.
Equity for Late-Run Classes: Often,  lower-index brackets are pushed late into the night or even canceled due to delays in the senior classes. Improved efficiency in Top Sportsman ensures these classes get their scheduled hits under optimal track conditions.

	How does the rule proposal ensure increased opportunity for even competition?: A rule proposal in the Top Sportsman category does not exist in a vacuum; because drag racing relies on a strictly timed schedule, an improvement in one class creates a "butterfly effect" that benefits every other competitor on the property.
All competitors can choose to or not to adopt communications. The safety advantages do not decrease opportunity nor effect even competition. The rule will simply add another layer of safety to protect driver, crew, track staff and spectators.

The primary reason track staff wear communication devices is to add another level of safety to the entire track and surroundings. Communications in loud environments is extremely difficult, this simple cost effective change allows communication to be concise and immediate.
	Describe how the rule proposal is practical and encforcable: A simple example of the way NHRA enforce A meeting or memo from NHRA will confirm there is no advantage in racing conditions and the safety aspects far out way individuals thoughts on advantage.

Key NHRA rules regarding communication devices include:
Two-Way Radios: The use of two-way radios for voice communication between the driver and crew is permitted in all classes.
Securing Equipment: When a radio or communication device is mounted in the driver’s compartment, it must be securely mounted in a holder by a strap or similar device to prevent it from moving while the car is in motion.
Prohibited Devices:
Telemetry: Any telemetry device capable of communicating vehicle data during a run is generally prohibited.
Data Acquisition: Data recorders that are proactive to the operation of a vehicle (i.e., making real-time adjustments) are prohibited in all "No-Box" classes.
Position Sensing: Any electronic device used to determine down-track position, including timers, counters, or signal generators to determine position, is prohibited.
Pro/Sportsman Electronics (2025 Rules): In Top Fuel and Funny Car, electronics are strictly limited to ignition systems, data recorders, gauges, and specific, approved safety/control systems (e.g., Electrimotion).
Driver Distraction: While the primary focus is on performance electronics, any device that interferes with the safe operation of the vehicle is prohibited.  

Any rules like this that have seen to be broken would carry penalties similar to all other rule breaches.
	Describe how the cost of complying with the rule proposal is reasonable for competitors: The primary reason the cost is reasonable is that the rule is permissive rather than prescriptive  Much like the adoption of delay boxes, competitors are not mandated to purchase new equipment. Those who are satisfied with their current setup or are operating on a strict budget can continue to compete without spending a cent. This is not proposed to enforce all competitors to adopt communications it is merely allowing for team requirements or if the individual wants to add another layer of safety to their operational requirements.


